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Disclosure

• I will show you photos that I took
They have nothing to do with the content
They are to distract you from your pain

• I might be a little cynical

• I might say “bad words”

• I might say something useful

• These are just some of the lessons I’ve learned 
(the hard way)

• This is the last text slide



You CAN write the grant



Read a bunch of Rs…
style
strategy
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Read a bunch of Rs…
style
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secrets
SUMMARY
STATEMENTS



NIH Reporter



Read the Program Announcement. All of it.



Talk to Program 
Officers before, 

during, after



ESI Advantage



Spoonfeed the 
reviewers.



Style Matters



Conceptual Framework of a Grant



Storytelling versus
Rambling



Consistency



Proofreed



Be Repetitive. Over and over again.



Aims



Significance



Feasibility



You can’t do it alone



You’re the greatest!
Your science is the greatest!



Don’t expect collaborators
to do ANYTHING. 



It doesn’t end with submission. 



Summary Statement is a conversation, not a personal insult



Turning grief into funding

Grant
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We thank the reviewers 
for their excellent 
comments and feel that 
the grant is now 
stronger as a result
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I must be a total failure. 
I'll never get funded. 
And nobody likes me.





You WILL get rejected.
You WILL get funded.

Persist.


