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Burden of Surgical Disease 

Bickler SW et al. 2015 

Jensen S et al. 2015 

Alkire BC, et al. 2015 

  



Lancet Commission  

  

4.8 billion people or 67% world’s population lack 

access to safe, affordable or timely surgical care 



Historical Perspective 

• Great momentum towards improving surgical 

care worldwide 

 

• Need cannot solely be met through provision of 

d irect surgical care during short-term volunteer 

humanitarian efforts 





Research Justifies Our Efforts!  

• Academic Global Surgery is an emerging area 
of expertise 

• Global Surgical Efforts are scaling up  

• Commitment from high-level organizations 



Types of AGS Research 

• Health services and clinical outcomes 

• Surgical education 

• Surgical innovation 

• Policy and advocacy 

• Basic and translational research  

Krishnaswami S et al. Surgery 2017 



Global surgery research 

• Measures d isease burden 

• Evaluates effective resource allocation  

• Ensures contextual relevance 

• Identifies new approaches to improve surgical 

care 

 

 



Petroze et al. Estimating operative disease prevalence in Rwanda. Surgery 2012 

Can Surgery be a Public Health 

Initiative? 



1.8 MILLION DEATHS/YEAR = 1 DEATH EVERY 18 SECONDS! 





Research Changes Practice 



Research Has Rules…. 

• Academically rigorous 

 

• Partnered  with LMIC colleagues 



Research Improves Quality 



 “Doing the right thing for the patient,  

at the right time,  

in the right way (appropriateness),  

to achieve the best possible results 

 (safety and outcomes).” 

? 

What does Quality mean? 





Thank you 


