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Overview 

ÅWhat is it? 

 

ÅWhen is it useful?  Why do it? 

 

ÅWhere can I learn more about it? 

 

ÅHow do you do it? Not today 

 

 



Qualitative Research 
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Qualitative Research...What is it? 

ÅExploratory  
 



Qualitative Research...What is it? 

ÅUsed to gain an understanding of underlying 

reasons, opinions, and motivations 
 



Qualitative Research...What is it? 

ÅProvides insights into the problem or helps to 

develop ideas or hypotheses for potential 

quantitative research 

 



Qualitative  

Qualitative vs. Quantitative   

Quantitative  

ÅUnstructured data 

ÅSummarize, characterize 

ÅSubjective conclusion 

ÅFocus groups 

ÅStructured data 

ÅStatistical analysis 

ÅObjective conclusion 

ÅSurvey, ñbig dataò 



Qualitative Research...When/why to use 

it? 

ÅAnswers questions like... 

ÅWhat is going on here? 

ÅHow is this happening? 

 
 

ÅExamines 

ÅSocial constructs 

ÅBehaviors 

ÅInteractions 

ÅGroup norms 

ÅSurvey design 

ÅMeaning 

ÅPolicy implications 



Qualitative Methods 

Phenomenology, Content analysis, Dimensional analysis, Discourse analysis  



ÅEx:  What do patients expect after colon 

surgery? 
 

ÅConsult a qualitative expert 
 

ÅDepends upon: 

ÅQuestion being asked 

ÅContext 

ÅAccessibility 

ÅFeasibility 

 

Qualitative Methods...Which one??? 



Overview 

ÅStrengths 

ïRich data 

ïExplain phenomena 

ïDynamic and flexible 

ïInvestigate complex issues 

ïExamine of feelings and motivations 

ïProvides insights and generates new ideas 

ïIdentify/evaluate factors that help solve 

problems 
 



Overview 

ÅWeaknesses 

ïVolume of data 

ïTime consuming 

ïReliability/replicability 

ïComplexity of analysis 

ïInterpretation may be subjective 

ïCanôt extrapolate to whole population 

 



MORE INFORMATION 



Patient Reported Outcome 

Measures : PROM 
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Patient-Reported Outcomes (PRO) 

ÅMeasurement of any aspect of a patientôs 

health status that comes directly from the 

patient 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    ...without interpretation of the patientôs response by a    

    physician or anyone else 



Assessment of Outcomes 

Sources and 
Examples 

Investigator 
Reported 

(IRO) 

-Global 
impression 

-Observation 

Physiological 

-Tests (FEV1) 

-Labs (HbA1c) 

-Tumor size  

Caregiver 
Reported 

-HR-QoL 

-Functional 
Status 

Patient Reported 

(PRO) 

-HR-QoL 

-Symptoms 

-Satisfaction  



PRO...When to use them? 

ÅUsed to assess : 
 

ïSymptoms (impairments) 

 

ïFunctioning (disability) 

 

ïWellness (health) 

 

ïQuality of life (QOL)** 
 



Investigator Reported  

IRO vs PRO Examples 

Patient Reported  


